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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Ashington. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  myself  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  the  year  1963. 

The  estimated  population  again  showed  a decline  and  equalled  the  figure  for  1944.  Otherwise, 
the  vital  statistics  are  fairly  satisfactory,  there  being  an  increase  of  2 in  the  total  number  of  births, 
in  spite  of  the  decline  in  the  population,  and  a decrease  of  24  in  the  total  number  of  deaths,  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  standard  birth  rate  rose  to  17.53  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the  standard  death  rate 
fell  to  14.11  but  the  former  was  lower  and  the  latter  higher  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

The  still-birth  rate,  too,  was  slightly  lower  than  in  1962  but  was  higher  than  the  national 
average. 

Only  7 infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  and  of  these  5 died  in  the  first  week  of 
life  and  another  in  the  second  week.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was,  by  a small  margin,  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  Ashington  and  was  considerably  better  than  the  national  average. 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  were  fewer  by  12  than  those  in  1962,  giving  a lower  death 
rate  from  this  cause  in  Ashington  than  in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  National  Coal  Board  continued  steadily  with  the  work  of  improving  previously  sub- 
standard houses  and  the  adjoining  streets.  The  number  of  improvement  grants  given  by  the  Council 
was  much  higher  than  in  1962  with  consequent  benefit  to  many  more  of  the  town’s  inhabitants. 

At  the  end  of  October,  Mr.  G.  W.  Tate,  who  had  served  the  Council  and  the  town  so  ably  and 
conscientiously  for  some  25  years,  had,  most  regrettably,  to  retire  prematurely  because  of  contin- 
uing ill-health.  The  good  wishes  of  all  went  with  him  and  the  hope  that  leisure  and  freedom  from 
strain  would  enable  him  to  regain  his  health  and  enjoy  a long  and  happy  retirement. 

In  conclusion.  I should  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  painstaking  and 
conscientious  work  and  other  Departments  for  the  assistance  they  always  give  so  readily  when 
asked.  Interest  shown  by  Councillors  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  is  also  much  appre- 
ciated. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

c.  b.  McGregor, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Urban  District  of  Ashington. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


CATHERINE  B.  McGREGOR, 

M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 


Assistant  Medical  Officer 


KATHLEEN  DICK,  M B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H 


Senior 

Public  Health 

Housing 

Meat 

Senior 

Public  Health 
Meat 


Inspector 


Inspector 


G.  W.  TATE,  F.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 
(Retired  31st  October,  1963) 


S.  MUSK,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Appointed  1st  November,  1963) 


Public  Health  Inspector  (Meat)  H.  G.  BELL,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(left  31st  January,  1963) 


Public  Health  Inspector  (Meat)  S.  GREEN,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Appointed  1st  November,  1963) 


Offices  of  the  Medical  Officer  146,  Station  Road,  Ashington 

Telephone  Ashington  2287 


Offices  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Telephone  


Council  Chambers,  Ashington 
Ashington  3210 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  at  mid- 1963  26,920,  a further 
decline  of  250  on  the  preceding  year,  and  exactly  the  same  as  the  figure  for  1944.  Part  of  the  decline 
is  due  to  the  erection  of  large  numbers  of  houses  for  sale  in  neighbouring  districts,  to  which  couples 
are  forced  to  remove  in  order  to  obtain  houses.  In  spite  of  this  the  demand  for  Council  houses  in 
Ashington  appears  quite  undiminished,  while  the  demand  for  ground  floor  accommodation  is 
growing. 


The  area  and  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District  remain,  unchanged  and  the  chief  employer  of 
labour  continues  to  be  the  National  Coal  Board.  The  Council  has  plans  for  extending  and  improving 
the  trading  estate  at  North  Seaton  Station  in  the  hope  of  attracting  additional  industries  to  the  area. 


Area  in  Acres  6,057 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid-1963  26,920 

Rateable  Value  £696,269 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  £2,650 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1963)  8,742 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  figures  for  England 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births:  Total 

Legitimate  445 

Illegitimate  9 


454 


Birth  Rate  per  1.000  of  the  estimated  population 
(Comparability  Factor  1.04)  Standard  Birth  Rate 


Still  Births:  Total 

Legitimate  12 

Illegitimate  2 


14 


Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births 


DEATHS. 

Total — 314  Male — 173  Female — 141 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  

(Comparability  Factor  1.21)  Standard  Death  Rate  — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 

Short  List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  births  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year: 
Legitimate  


Total 

1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  I year: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  5 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

under  4 weeks  of  age)  

Early  Neonatal  Death  Rate  (Infants  under  1 week)  

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under  1 week 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  


and  Wales) 


Male 

227 

5 

232 

16.86 

17.53 

Male 

8 

2 

10 

29.91 


11.66 

14.11 

Nil 

Nil 

Male 

5 


15.42 

15.73 

Nil 

Male 

4 

3 


13.22 

11.01 

40.598 


Female 

218 

4 

222 

(18.2) 

Female 

4 

4 

(17.3) 

(12.2) 

(0.28) 

Female 

2 

(20.9) 

Female 

2 

2 

(14.2) 


The  Registrar-General  Supplies  the  following: 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1963. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  

2.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

8.  Measles  

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

16.  Diabetes  

17.  Vascuiar  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  

20.  Other  Heart  Diseases  

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

22.  Influenza  

23.  Pneumonia  

24.  Bronchitis  

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  

31.  Congenital  Malformations  

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

34.  All  other  Accidents  

35.  Suicide  

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  


Male  Femau 

2 — 


3 

13 


8 

1 

22 

47 

1 

I I 
9 
1 

II 
13 

1 

1 


2 

3 

2 

14 

1 

2 

22 

36 

3 
11 

8 

4 
8 
2 
2 
3 


1 1 

21  12 

2 

4 5 

1 


173  141 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHINGTON 


Causes 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  .. 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Malignant  Neoplasms  


Total  Number 

% of  Total  Deaths 

126 

40.13 

44 

14.01 

46 

14.65 

Total 


216 


68.79 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1963 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  different  age  groups  during  the 
past  year. 


Under 

Total 

Total 

Cause  of  Death 

1 1 -6 

1 

2 

3 

under 

1 - 3 

4 - 6 

under 

day  days 

wk 

wks 

wks 

4 wks 

mths 

mths 

1 year 

Prematurity  

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  (inhalation  of  mucus)  

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  abnormality  

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis  

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Septicaemia  

— 1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Acute  respiratory  infection  



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 3 1 — — 6 — 1 7 


TOTAL 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  rate  during  the  past  10  years. 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Infantile  deaths  under  1 year  

Infantile  mortality  

7 

15.49 

14 

29.55 

17 

26.09 

15 

33.41 

11 

24.83 

12 

26.32 

15 

30.93 

9 

20.98 

8 

17.69 

7 

15.42 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
and  additional  facilities  are  available  at  Ashington  General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below: 


Specimens  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos.  Neg. 

Chest  Physician  

Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  

3 Not 

available 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Faeces  for  pathogenic  organisms  . 

,..  5 9 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Faeces  for  food  poisoning  organisms  2 — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Mussels  for  pathogenic  organisms  . 

...  — 1 

General  Practitioner 

Worm  for  indentification  

5 Sensitivity  tests  were  carried  out. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  providing  the  ambulance  service.  As  a 
result  of  re-organisation  carried  out  in  June  1963,  radio-control  was  centralised  at  the  depot  at 
Wideopen  and  the  radio-control  assistant  was  transferred  there.  Three  additional  drivers  were  ap- 
pointed at  Ashington  where  there  are,  now,  fifteen  drivers,  working  shifts  and  maintaining  a 24 
hour  service.  The  area  served  is  Ashington,  Newbiggin  and  adjacent  parts  of  Morpeth  Rural 
District. 

Hospitals. 

Ashington  General  Hospital  continues  to  expand  and  now  has  142  beds  with  an  additional  22 
at  North  Seaton  Hospital.  When  finally  completed  in  about  1968  it  will  have  296  beds  with  pro- 
vision for  obstetric  and  gynaecological  cases,  additional  out-patients  accommodation  and  new 
premises  for  fracture  cases,  casualties,  short-stay  cases  and  physiotherapy. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Inspection. 

The  abatement  of  nuisances  was  mainly  secured  by  informal  action,  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  serve  only  two  Statutory  Notices  during  the  year.  In  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  apply  to 
the  Court  for  a Nuisance  Order  and  this  was  granted. 

Improvements  grants  made  during  the  year  totalled  407,  of  which  1 1 were  Standard  Grants  and 
396  Discretionary  Grants.  The  Discretionary  Grants,  of  which  a total  of  1419  has  been  made  up  to 
the  end  of  1963,  were  mainly  for  the  improvement  of  National  Coal  Board  houses,  the  average  grant 
being  £290  per  house. 

The  total  number  of  Standard  Grants  made  is  38,  and  the  facilities  provided  by  the  1 1 Grants 
given  during  1963,  is  detailed  in  Section  D of  the  report. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the  year. 


The  table  below  summarises  the  notices  served: 


Nuisances  dealt  with  and  work 
required  to  be  done. 


Verbal  or  Defects 

Written  Notices  Remedied 


Insufficient,  choked  or  defective  drainage  5 

Defective  W.C.  basins  3 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  service  pipes  14 

Defective  water  supply  and  lack  of  internal  water  supply  4 

Defective  sinks  and  waste  pipes  and  provision  for  internal 

water  supply  5 

Defective  or  missing  ashbins  — 

Defective  roofs  9 

Damp  walls  7 

Defective  spouts  8 

Defective  wallplaster  6 

Defective  ceilings  8 

Defective  doors,  windows  and  floors  24 

Defective  ranges,  fireplaces  and  setpot  boilers  7 

Defective  chimney  flues  4 

Defective  paving  and  yard  surfaces  2 

Defective  outbuildings  7 

Defective  food  stores  2 

Offensive  accumulations  2 

Other  defects  3 


5 

5 
9 

4 

6 

14 

7 

6 

7 

5 
36 
10 

5 

1 

11 

2 

2 

3 


Water. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  is  provided  by  Tynemouth  Corporation,  from  Fontburn  and 
Tosson  to  Hebron  Reservoir,  and  by  gravity  main  to  Ashington.  An  additional  supply  is  provided 
by  the  Coquet  Water  Board. 

Agreement  was  finally  reached  in  1963  between  Tynemouth  Corporation  and  the  National 
Coal  Board  on  the  mains  in  Woodhorn  Village  and  they  were  taken  over  by  Tynemouth  Corporation 
in  October. 

Some  preliminary  improvements  were  carried  out  in  that  area  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
renewal  of  the  defective  mains  was  expected  to  begin  early  in  1964. 

The  water  supply  was  adequate  during  the  year,  and  further  improvements  are  planned,  in 
order  to  cope  with  new  development. 

All  standpipes  have  been  eliminated. 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  systematically  both  by  ourselves  and 
by  Tynemouth  Corporation,  the  total  number  of  samples  for  the  year  being  135. 


25  samples  were  taken  by  this  Department,  of  which  21  samples  showed  no  coliform  bacilli  per 
100m.  1.  1 10  samples  were  taken  by  Tynemouth  Corporation,  of  which  98  samples  showed  no 
coliform  bacilli  per  lOOm.l. 

Sampling  is  repeated  when  unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained,  and  the  results  are  immediately 
made  known  to  the  Water  Engineer,  who  adjusts  the  chlorine  dosage  and/or  flushes  the  mains  as 
found  necessary,  and  has  additional  check  samples  taken  in  the  area  concerned. 

Drainage. 

189  drainage  systems  were  constructed,  reconstructed  or  repaired  during  the  year,  and  these 
were  all  tested  and  approved.  During  a period  of  four  months  of  the  year,  when  staffing  difficulties 
were  at  their  greatest,  this  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Building  Inspector,  and  our  thanks  are  due 
to  Mr.  Davison  and  Mr.  Boundy  for  their  assistance. 

The  large  amount  of  new  drainage  work  was  mainly  due  to  the  number  of  private  and  colliery 
house  improvements  carried  out. 

Sewerage. 

The  inadequate  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  in  Woodhorn  Village  were  considered  during 
the  year,  and  a new  sewage  disposal  system  is  to  be  constructed  during  1964. 

Trouble  was  encountered  during  the  year,  with  Blackclose  sewer,  due  to  overloading  and 
damage  caused  by  subsidence. 

The  damaged  section  of  the  sewer  was  temporarily  repaired,  and  new  schemes  for  re-routing 
this  section  and  for  a new  branch  sewer  serving  the  Hospital  area  and  part  of  the  central  area  is  to 
be  submitted  for  Ministry  approval  during  1964. 

A new  surface  water  sewer  scheme,  for  the  Newbiggin  Road  area,  was  awaiting  Ministry 
approval  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

When  these  schemes  have  been  completed,  a further  examination  of  the  remainder  of  the  main 
sewerage  system  is  intended  with  particular  reference  to  the  efficiency  of  the  two  main  storm  water 
overflows  at  North  Seaton  Crossing  and  North  Seaton  Hotel. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  swimming  baths  belong  to  the  Ashington  Miners’  Welfare  Institute,  but  are  available  to 
the  general  public  as  well  as  to  Institute  Members,  and  are  open  from  April  to  September  each 
year. 

The  water  used  is  from  the  main  water  supply,  and  is  treated  by  continous  chlorination  and 
continuous  filtration. 

Four  bacteriological  samples  of  the  baths  water  were  taken,  and  they  were  all  reported  to  be 
satisfactory.  Regular  sampling  and  testing  is  also  undertaken  by  the  Scientific  Department  of  the 
National  Coal  Board  in  Ashington  and  copies  of  the  reports  are  made  available  to  this  Department. 
This  co-operation  is  much  appreciated. 

Schools. 

There  are  11  primary  schools  in  the  district,  (6  Juniors  and  5 Infants)  6 Secondary  schools,  a 
Grammar  school.  Technical  College,  Seniors  Practical  Instruction  Centre,  and  a Training  Centre  for 
Handicapped  children. 

Further  schools  contemplated  include  two  Secondary  schools,  two  County  Primary  schools,  and 
extensions  to  the  Grammar  School. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings. 

Routine  inspection  of  such  buildings  is  carried  out  whenever  time  permits. 


Atmospheric  Pollution. 


The  cost  of  Air  pollution  to  this  country  is  estimated  to  be  250  million  pounds  each  year. 

This  does  not  include  the  cost  of  the  fuel  which  is  being  poured  into  the  air  in  the  form  of 
smoke,  but  relates  only  to  the  damage  and  loss  of  efficiency  resulting  from  air  pollution. 

A recent  survey  showed  that  since  the  implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  industrial  smoke 
emissions  have  been  reduced  by  half,  and  industrial  dust  and  grit  emission  by  two-fiths. 

Smoke  emission  from  domestic  chimneys  is  now,  obviously,  the  most  serious  factor  in  air 
pollution,  and  while  the  latest  figures  show  that  over  \\  million  premises  in  England  and  Wales  are 
now  covered  by  Smoke  Control  Areas,  the  drive  towards  total  smoke  control  has  received  a consid- 
erable set-back  due  to  the  shortage  of  open-fire  gas  coke,  on  which  plans  for  smoke  control  areas 
were  largely  based. 

Future  plans  for  domestic  smoke  control  must  now  be  based  on  the  use  of  room  heaters 
(openable  stoves),  electricity,  gas  or  oil,  and  the  cost  of  the  appliances  will  probably  be  four  or  five 
times  greater. 

In  spite  of  this,  the  eventual  elimination  of  domestic  smoke  should  still  be  our  aim. 

There  now  appears  to  be  no  valid  reason  why  a mining  community  should  not  accept  the 
principle  of  domestic  smoke  control,  and  if  the  general  public  can  be  shown  that  clean  air  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  modern  attractive  clean  and  efficient  heating  methods,  coupled  with  complete  or 
partial  central  heating,  they  may  well  not  only  accept  the  principle,  but  demand  its  implementation. 

Local  Authorities  are  expected  to  encourage  the  growing  interest  in  the  use  of  these  heating 
methods  and  we  can  do  this  by  employing  them  in  all  new  Council  houses,  and  also  in  existing 
houses,  where  it  is  practicable  and  where  the  tenant  is  prepared  to  pay  the  increased  rent. 

In  these  modern  times,  every  open  fire  installed,  is  a step  backwards,  and  every  such  fire  will 
eventually  have  to  be  replaced. 

The  monthly  reports  on  results  from  the  Deposit  Gauge  and  Lead  Peroxide  Candles  are  appen- 
ded, and  commended  to  your  thoughtful  consideration. 


Month 


Rainfall  in  Total  Deposits  Sq.  Centimetres  per  day 

inches  Tons/Sq.  Mile  Millimetres  of  SO/3  per  100 

Hirst  Park  Hirst  Park  Memorial  Park 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1.74 

15.01 

1.42 

16.50 

1.31 

9.15 

1.37 

10.99 

2.94 

13.34 

1.74 

7.25 

5.10 

16.10 

1.05 

6.16 

1.11 

9.09 

5.00 

11.54 

1.16 

8.13 

1.85 

1.10 

2.34 

1.57 

1.96 

1.22 

1.22 

0.79 

1.24 

0.50 

0.79 

0.50 

0.58 

0.77 

0.84 

0.41 

0.98 

0.50 

1.68 

0.69 

1.68 

0.83 

2.31 

1.12 

Rodent  Control. 

Complaints  continue  to  be  comparatively  few  though  in  quite  a number  of  cases  they  resulted 
in  infestations  being  discovered  in  nearby  premises. 

Again  regular  surveys  were  made  of  allotments,  open  spaces,  and  other  areas  likely  to 
harbour  rats,  which  resulted  in  the  elimination  of  most  infestations  at  an  early  stage. 

Only  four  rat  infestations,  and  one  mouse  infestation,  reached  major  proportions,  and  these 
were  all  brought  under  control  after  treatment. 

It  was  often  found  difficult  to  treat  allotments,  due  to  the  reluctance  of  many  allotment  holders 
to  leave  their  premises  open  in  their  absence. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done: 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


L.A. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Property 

All  other  Total 

(inc.  Bus.  Premises) 

Total  numbers  of  properties  in  the  district  

..  15 

8742 

27 

1513 

10297 

No.  inspected  because  of: 

a)  complaint  

..  3 

44 

8 

51 

106 

b)  as  routine  surveys  

..  12 

52 

19 

115 

198 

No.  of  rat  infestations: 

a)  major  

..  1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

b)  minor  

..  2 

70 

6 

7 

149 

No.  of  mouse  infestations: 

a)  major  

— 

— 

1 

1 

b)  minor  

5 

— 

5 

10 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  . 

..  3 

75 

8 

78 

164 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  question  of  disposal  of  the  dead  remains  much  the  same  as  for  previous  years,  and  there 
is  nothing  further  to  report  in  this  connection. 

Pet  Animals  Act. 

One  licence  to  sell  Pet  Animals  was  granted  to  a stall  holder  in  the  closed  market. 

Mosquitoes. 

In  the  late  summer,  complaints  were  received  that  many  people  in  Ashington  were  suffering 
from  bites  thought  to  be  due  to  mosquitoes  and  that  the  area  particularly  affected  seemed  to  be  the 
Woodhorn  Road  allotments. 

Various  areas  of  water  lying  to  the  north  of  the  allotments  and  the  railway  line  were  investig- 
ated and,  in  one,  mosquito  larvae  were  found.  A survey  of  the  allotments  revealed  the  fact  that  num- 
erous larvae  were  present  in  one  or  two  very  small  pools  there.  Specimens  were  sent  to  the  British 
Museum  for  identification  and  it  was  found  that  the  larvae,  from  the  small  pools,  were  of  the  species 
Theobaldia  annulta  which  is  a vicious  biter  of  man  and  was  the  probable  cause  of  the  trouble. 
Larvae  from  the  water  to  the  north  of  the  railway  line  were  types  which  do  not  bite  man.  The  small 
pools  were  easily  filled  in. 

In  another  part  of  the  town  one  adult  mosquito  captured  proved  to  be  Aedes  Detritis,  another 
vicious  man-biter.  Pools  near  Coronation  Terrace  were  found  to  have  mosquito  larvae  in  them  and 
they  were  treated. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT, 


Year  ending  31st  December,  1963. 
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HOUSING 


Structural  Defects  ) 60  60  78  1 1 

Defective  Food  Store  ) 4 4 4 — 

Dampness  379  ) 24  24  27  — 

Overcrowding  ) — — — — 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Insufficient  ) 1 I 1 

Unsatisfactory  54  ) 10  10  9 


DRAINAGE 


Insufficient  ) — 

Defective  267  ) 8 8 10 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


Insufficient  ) — — — — — 

Defective  51)  16  16  17  3 — 1 


GENERAL 


Food  Premises  

220 

34 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  

686 

21 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

11 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

75 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Bins  



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  

7 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  

11 

4 

4 

TOTALS  

1771 

193 

123 

203 

4 

— 

2 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961. 


There  are  69  Factories  and  workshops  in  the  district.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  in- 
spections made  and  defects  found  during  the  year  under  review. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

1.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3.  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A 

4 

7 

1 

ii  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

56 

52 

iii  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outwork- 
ers’ premises)  

9 

10 

Total  

69 

69 

1 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  



— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

5 

5 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

to  Outwork) 

Total  

5 

5 

— 

2 

— 

SECTION  D 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963. 

Houses  completed  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  47 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  1 

Closing  and  Demolition. 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  3 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and  not  included  in  above  Nil 

Repairs.  Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  By  Informal  Action  30 

2.  By  Owners,  following  statutory  notice  1 

3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 

4.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction  Nil 

Houses  Patched. 

1.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  Nil 

Improvement  Grants,  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958  and  House  Purchase  and  Housing 
Act  1959. 

Discretionary  Grants. 

No.  of  Separate  Houses 

1.  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  396 

2.  Applications  rejected  Nil 

3.  Applications  approved  396 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  per  house  £290 

5.  Total  number  of  applications  approved  since  inception  of  scheme  1419 

Standard  Grants. 

1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants  were  made  during  the  year  11 

2.  Number  of  houses  provided  with: — 

(a)  Bath  or  shower  2 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin  2 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  2 

(d)  Water  closet  9 

(e)  Food  store  3 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a detailed  inspection  was  being  carried  out  of  the  Colliery  Rows,  from 
Booth’s  Avenue  to  Cross  Row,  comprising  325  houses,  and  a report  was  being  prepared  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Health  Committee,  who  were  to  give  further  consideration  to  the  redevelopment  of 
the  area. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Ice  Cream. 

Eight  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  though  in  only  six  of 
these  was  ice  cream  manufactured  during  the  year. 

They  were  all  inspected  and  were  found  to  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc) 
Regulations,  1959,  and  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Twenty  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Reports  were  returned  as  follows: 

Grade  1 — 20  samples 
Grade  2 — Nil. 

Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Premises. 

The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  in  the  area  is  as  follows: 


Confectionery  13 

Grocers  and  General  103 

Butchers  24 

Greengrocery  18 

Bakery  11 

Temperance  Bars  9 

Fish  (Wet)  2 

Fish  and  Chips  12 

Cafes  2 

Hotels  3 

Workingmen’s  Clubs  20 

Main  School  Kitchens  5 

Works  Canteens  8 


Four  premises  are  registered  as  dairies  and  69  persons  as  distributors  of  milk.  Since  1st  January 
1961,  all  milk  licences  have  been  issued  by  Northumberland  County  Council. 

107  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and  29  for  the  manufacture 
of  sausage,  preserved  food  etc.,  of  which  7 premises  are  registered  for  both  purposes. 

238  visits  to  food  premises  were  made  and  34  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
were  found  of  which  22  were  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene  standards  continue  to  be  quite  high,  and  in  general,  only  minor  contraventions 
of  regulations  are  being  found,  which  are  quickly  remedied. 

Food  Complaints. 

Complaints  during  the  year  were  made  with  respect  to: 

1.  A worm  in  tinned  rice. 

2.  Vegetable  oil  in  bread. 

3.  A beetle  in  a pasty. 

Regarding  the  worm  alleged  to  have  been  in  the  tinned  rice,  the  worm  was  not  discovered 
until  after  the  rice  had  been  poured  into  a bowl,  heated,  and  milk  had  been  added.  Due  to  the 
impossibility  of  establishing  the  original  source  of  the  worm,  no  action  was  taken  in  this  case. 

With  respect  to  the  vegetable  oil  in  bread,  and  the  beetle  in  the  pasty,  after  carefully  consider- 
ing all  the  circumstances,  the  Council  agreed  to  caution  those  concerned. 


Grade  3 — Nil. 
Grade  4 — Nil. 


Food  and  Drugs. 


Regular  sampling  of  milk  and  other  foods  is  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the  Northumberland 
County  Council. 

Details  of  this  work  have  been  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Arlidge,  Chief  County  Weights 
and  Measures  Inspector,  showing  that  267  milk  samples,  and  76  samples  of  other  foods  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  All  the  milk  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine,  as  were  the 
food  samples,  with  the  exception  of  one  ice  cream  sample  and  three  samples  of  tinned  meat.  Two 
of  the  tinned  meat  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  meat  content.  No  action  was  taken,  as  in 
the  first  case,  the  meat  was  canned  before  the  meat  content  standards  were  recommended,  and  the 
canners  were  subsequently  taken  over,  and  their  interests  disposed  of,  while  in  the  second  case  there 
was  a discrepancy  in  analysis  between  the  official  sample  and  the  informal  sample  submitted  by  the 
manufacturers.  The  third  meat  sample  involved  incorrect  labelling,  and  the  amendment  of  the  label 
was  secured. 

The  ice  cream  sample  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  content  by  16%  and  the  trader  concerned 
was  fined  £5. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  four  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate,  and  were  granted  a renewal  of  licence  for  a 
further  twelve  months. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1963,  and  provi- 
ded that  all  meat  must  be  inspected,  and,  if  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption,  marked. 
Compulsory  standard  procedures  for  inspection  of  meat  were  laid  down,  replacing  the  previously 
recommended  procedures.  The  minimum  period  of  notice  of  slaughter  was  extended  from  three 
hours  to  twenty  four  hours,  and  local  authorities  were  given  the  power  to  charge  for  inspection. 
As  100%  meat  inspection  had  been  carried  out  in  Ashington  for  some  considerable  time  and  as 
most  of  the  meat  was  for  “home  consumption”,  it  was  decided  not  to  make  a charge  for  inspection. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  was  good,  and  though  a few  minor  defects  were  found,  almost  all  of 
these  were  remedied. 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  during  the  year. 


Normal  Kill 
Casualties 


Bullocks 
803 

Heifers 

573 

Cows 

14 

Bulls 

Calves 

1 

Pigs 

1166 

Sheep 

2999 

3 

15 

Totals  

803 

573 

14 



1 

1169 

3014 

Meat  and  other  Organs  Condemned,  Surrendered  and  Destroyed. 

For  Tuberculosis. 

Bovine  Swine 

Lungs  1 Heads  7 


For  Other  Defined  Diseases. 


Bovine 


Head  and  Tongues  Actinobacillus  2;  C.  Bovis  2. 

Lungs  Pleurisy  6;  Abscesses  1. 

Livers  Cirrhosis  (whole)  17;  (part)  239;  Abscesses  40. 

Hearts  C.  Bovis  1;  Pericarditis  2. 

Skirts  Abscesses  3. 

Mesenteries  Pentastomes  2. 

Beef  Bruising  30  lbs. 


Sheep 

Lungs  Pneumonia  1;  Pleurisy  4. 

Livers  Parasites  25;  Fatty  Infiltration  2;  Perihepatitis  1; 

Abscesses  1. 

Hearts  Pericarditis  3. 

Mutton  Abscesses  6 lbs. 

Carcases  Extensive  Bruising  and  Illbleeding  1.  Acute  septic 

Pneumonia  1. 


Total  Weight  145  lbs. 


Swine 

Heads  Abscesses  4. 

Lungs  Pneumonia  48;  Pleurisy  43. 

Livers  Parasites  21;  Perihepatitis  9;  Cirrhosis  1. 

Hearts  Pericarditis  44. 

Kidneys  Traumatic  Haemorrhage  1. 

Pork  Abscesses  3 lbs. 

Carcases  Acute  Septic  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis  2. 


Total  Weight  189  lbs. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 


Cattle 
excl.  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected  

1376 

14 

1 

3014 

1169 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cystic frci. 
Whole  Carcases  condemned  





. 

2 

2 

Carcases  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

64 

— 

— 

35 

126 

Percentage  affected  with  disease  other  than  Tubercul- 
osis or  Cysticerci  

4.7 





1.2 

10.8 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  











Carcases  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Percentage  affected  with  Tuberculosis  

0.07 

— 

— 

— 

0.6 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

2 









Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  bv  refrigeration  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Foods. 

The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Meat  1253  lbs.  Canned  Goods  554  tins 

Apples  24  lbs.  Frozen  Egg  28  lbs. 

Frozen  Food  394  pkts.  Jam  11  lbs.  Jars 

Disposal  of  unfit  food  is  carried  out  according  to  circumstances  and  its  character.  Tinned  Meat, 
where  suitable,  is  used  as  rat  bait. 

Other  foods  are  burned,  when  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made,  or  buried,  or  when  suitable, 
used  for  pig  food. 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
under  age  groups. 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1 — 2 years 

i 

3 — 4 years 

5 — 9 years 

10  — 14  years 

15  — 24  years 

25 — 34  years 

C/v 

5 

CD 

r7* 

■st* 

1 

>o 

rn 

C/1 

ctf 

0 

rf 
i n 

1 

rO 

55 — 64  years 

65 — 74  years 

75  years  & over 

Total 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 



— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

i 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Measles 

18 

107 

105 

120 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

353 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

7 

4 

6 

19 

TOTAL 

20 

115 

111 

129 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

385 

Measles. 

This  epidemic  of  Measles  followed  a somewhat  different  pattern  from  usual.  It  actually  began 
in  December,  1962,  64  cases  occurred  in  January  and  57  in  February  and  then,  with  only  6 cases 
in  March  and  2 in  April,  the  outbreak  appeared  to  be  subsiding.  In  May,  however,  cases  rose  to  19, 
and  in  June  to  29  and  thereafter,  continued  to  occur  in  considerable  numbers  right  on,  until 
November. 

Apart  from  Measles,  the  numbers  notified  were  small  and  do  not  merit  any  special  comment. 

Diphtheria. 

This  disease  remained  absent  from  Ashington  for  the  fourteenth  successive  year  and  during  the 
past  seventeen  years  has  caused  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  method  of  protection  continues  to  be  very  actively  practised  and  the  vast  majority  of 
infants  are  now  given  simultaneous  treatment  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 

In  September  1963  it  was  decided  to  give  infants  treated  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  oral  polio- 
myelitis vaccine  at  the  same  time  as  they  received  the  injections  against  the  other  three  diseases.  This 
arrangement  has  been  very  successful  and  has  been  welcomed  by  the  mothers  as  visits  to  immunisa- 
tion clinics  in  the  first  12  months  of  a child’s  life  are,  thereby,  halved,  only  3 visits  being  neces- 
sary instead  of  6 as  formerly. 

During  the  year,  371  pre-school  and  17  school  children  completed  a primary  course  of  treatment 
and  324  pre-school  and  344  school  children  received  re-inforcing  injections.  Of  those  who  had  the 
primary  course  all  except  4 were  given  the  triple  antigen. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

During  1963,  oral  vaccine  replaced  the  Salk  vaccine  almost  entirely.  The  primary  course  of 
protection  against  poliomyelitis  was  given  to  1,150  persons  and  1,745  received  re-inforcing  doses. 
These  figures  refer  to  the  whole  of  the  Central  Area  of  the  County. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1963. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Groups  Resp. Non-Resp. Resp. Non-Resp. 


M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Under  1 year  .... 

1-4  years  .... 

5-14  years  .... 

15  - 24  years  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  - 34  years  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  - 44  years  .... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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During  1963  there  were  notified  12  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  which  is  an  increase 
of  two  on  the  previous  year.  No  case  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  was  notified  and  this  is  a de- 
crease of  two  on  the  previous  year. 

Two  deaths  attributed  to  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  occurred,  one  of  the  patients 
being  a man  of  62  years  and  the  other  a man  of  74  years. 

The  death-rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Ashington  was  0.074  per  1,000 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.056  per  1,000 

The  death-rate  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Ashington  was  Nil 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 


0.007  per  1,000 


MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease  classified  according  to 
the  age  and  sex  of  the  patient  and  the  site  of  the  primary  tumour. 


Mortality  from  Malignant  Neoplasms. 


Site 
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2 
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— 
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8 

6 
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25 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  was  46  which  is  a reduction  of  12  on  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a reduction  of  one  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  which  caused 
half  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  among  males. 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Lung  and  Bronchus. 


Death  Rate  in  Ashington  0.52  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  0.519  per  1,000 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Other  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Ashington  1.189  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  1.658  per  1,000 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Ashington  1.709  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  2.177  per  1,000 


- 


